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The research of competitiveness was closely linked for a long time to the 
survey of international division of labour, within that to the theory of absolute 
and comparative costs. We could even say that the theoretical background of 
competitiveness, a practical and not easily quantifiable concept, is the interna-
tional division of labour. During the analysis of spatial competitiveness thus we 
must deal with the issue of foreign trade, as this is the economic sector that 
allows an international comparison of the efficiency of sectors on one hand and 
allows specialisation on the other hand. The first attempts markedly different 
from this approach appeared in the middle of the 1980s, especially in the works 
of Michael Porter who, in his analysis, viewed applied competitive advantages 
in a much more micro-economic way for interpreting competitiveness. 
from one thousand entrepreneurs and business leaders to our questions relating 
to the competitiveness of Hungarian towns and cities. In the light of the results, 
we 
evaluation of a period of ten years. In the second phase of data recording we 
used the method of a layered questionnaire survey again (the three aspects con-
sidered were as follows: breakdown of the Hungarian businesses by regions, 
company size and sectors), in which it was one thousand entrepreneurs and 
business managers again who responded to our questions: what aspects do Hun-
garian businesses prefer when choosing their business location and what char-
acteristics, advantages and disadvantages do they use to describe the settlement 
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Figure 2.: Breakdown of the advantages of big cities, based on the responses  










Figure 3.: Breakdown of the disadvantages of big cities, based on  
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